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Crossbreeding results in efficient meat production. Crossbreeding is the systematic mating of 
two pure breeds, with the goal of producing offspring with the desirable characteristics of 
both breeds, as well as to take advantage of heterosis or hybrid vigour resulting from the 
combination of different genetic lineages. When crossbreeding sheep the dam will be selected 
from a breed with good fertility, mothering ability and the capability for year-round lambing, 
while the sire will be selected for rapid growth and muscularity. 

In Finland the breeds most used for breeding of F1 hybrids are the Finnsheep, Texel and 
Dorset. In three-way crossbreeding, when Texel is one of the initial breeds the third breed is 
usually Suffolk, Oxford Down or Dorper. 

The Finnsheep is a good initial breed for crossbreeding due to its versatility, fertility and 
capability of year-round lambing. Dorset is also a good choice due to year-round lambing, 
fertility and good milk production. Texel provides muscularity and good carcass quality. 
Common examples include Finnsheep x Texel or Dorset x Texel. For improved heterosis, a 
three-way breeding plan can be e.g. Finnsheep x Dorset -> Finndorset x Texel or another meat 
breed. 

Crossbreeding typically results in two or three lambs per lambing. Finnsheep x Texel 
crossbred lambs have an average daily growth of 263 grams, Finnsheep x Dorset lambs 250 
grams. 

F1 hybrids tend to resemble the dam's breed more than the sire's in appearance. 

Information repository: 
www.lammasyhdistys.fi/materiaalipankki 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lammasyhdistys.fi%2Fmateriaalipankki%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR0PQS_NrnyCwPH4Y_q15gHIHbRjEyLXASwQ01GxdCmsADlyHKA-u_ZaNB8_aem_AZXmIOzWoTeYfzruJ-jkR7EnrveY7vVPfX0lOIsXVRcm_tCbXveO7yShVqz7z_uJZIh4QM6MdeaRbmu7SQCkgtS3&h=AT0SsXbNDwigz3tmYm6mroHLVjL2lSE7a_DqSa-6aSu9vqEfBbDliXPLMy9qsq-ZOmEnFXerJ66fQ7nmtqpTAZdYgHcPkFemSThhFXeNzyP9YKUmjtu7FAhuZKz5x18PWbjz&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT2E8FcG42NeUEi3RYIljo4D0JBLhOKkEKgiFw5zKMIsJCdF04a9XYxd8ceQfesHXIotepV76XcHJVBUVHsWdmnYNsdz_s0FA5SQfP8m1k3FPK-fdB7rnYUqpcNikfu__Zno6huN_pgGjce44-GGhL1eGKA2Od0hFBLtUd3HGvdd3XDL7mFexgu3qf2yluFjP_Dllq53FhoDNFSEs1iGZSP_3AJkfZgfBmvcCA

